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I am a dedicated self-taught Turkish cook, and became hooked on this type of food since spending

a year living in Turkey many years ago. I have an extensive collection of Turkish cookery books, but

I have the feeling that this one was written as a light, middle-of-the road introduction to this style of

food, aimed at a US audience. I think it's probably the least-used book in my collection. It's not that

it's badly done - all the ingredients would be easy to find in many parts of the world, and that's

extremely important; in addition, the recipes, apart from one HUGE boo-boo, are authentic and easy

and straightforward to make. What on earth posessed the author to include bacon in a collection of

recipes from a Muslim country is entirely beyond me. Although it might totally shoot in the foot any

ideas of authenticity for the remaining recipes, it is actually the only mistake I have found of this

nature.Very annoyingly the author insists on referring to a traditional and universal Turkish staple,

borek - as pies, which they are most definitely not. Anyone actually going to Turkey and trying to

obtain a 'pie' would end up both disappointed and hungry. I find it irritating because it makes the

assumption that 'borek' would be too difficult for people to say or something, and I'd contest if

'borek' is too difficult for non-Turks to attempt to say then probably cookery is beyone their ability as

well. In addition, the idea of a 'pie' is inaccurate, as the idea it conjures up in the mind of a non-Turk

is nothing like actual 'borek'. I mean ok, pastry is involved. That's as far as it goes.Those little

niggles aside however, if you know nothing about Turkish food, and you're interested, this is an ok

option to choose, although I would recommend other titles over this one if available.
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